Free peroneal and its composite flap: a distant donor for head and neck reconstruction.
Free peroneal or its composite flap from the leg has been transferred in four patients for oro-mandibular and hypopharyngeal defects following surgery for malignancy. These flaps were successfully transplanted in all patients: two cases of free peroneal flap and two of free fibular graft with skin with no resulting problems with the leg. The peroneal osteocutaneous flap offers the following advantages: The axial vessels are preferable for microvascular surgery. Two flaps can be used with two cutaneous branches. A flap measuring up to 16 x 4.5 cm can be utilized with primary closure at the donor site. A long bone can be obtained together with skin. Surgery on the neck and harvesting of the flap can be done at the same time. The donor site is not conspicuous.